
Now that you have closed the sale, 

signed all the paperwork and moved 

into your new home, there are a few 

things that should be looked at.   

 

Take out your home inspection report 

again and read it. The report often 

contains tips and notes areas where  

minor items may need your attention. 

There may be more details in the 

report than what was presented to 

you in the verbal overview. 

 

Here are a few items to consider: 

 

Interior of the house: 

 

Changing the door locks. The 

previous owners may have given keys 

to friends, relatives, neighbours, 

children’s friends or possibly have 

keys hidden in the yard. Either 

replace the locks or contact a 

locksmith to have it rekeyed.  

 

Has the basic maintenance been 

done?  Furnace filters / servicing, air 

exchanger filters, range hood filters. 

Dirty unchanged filters are obviously 

not good for your health, cleanliness 

of your house and shortens the life 

span of the equipment and they also 

reduce the efficiency.  

 

Has the hot water tank ever been 

flushed? This is especially important if 

you’re on a well. Sediment can build 

up shortening the life of the tank. 

 

Caulking in the bathrooms. Leaks 

around the shower can cause 

significant damage and very costly 

repairs. Make sure everything is 

properly sealed. 

 

If there is a forced air heating system? 

When was the last time the ductwork 

was cleaned? This is a large source of 

airborne irritants.  Putting a good 

quality air filter in the furnace reduces 

dust in the house while making the 

furnace run more efficiently. 

 

When was the last time the bathroom 

fan was cleaned? A dusty grill is an 

indication the van needs to be 

cleaned. The cover easily pops off.  

Vacuum the grill and interior of the 

fan including the blades. This will help 

keep that ever so annoying noisy bath 

fan quiet much longer. 

 

What about the dryer duct? This is 

both an efficiency issue as well as a 

potential fire hazard.  The ducting on 

the dryer should never be plastic. This 

is often missed on inspections. You 

can get a cleaning kit and a metal duct 

dryer vent at your local hardware 

store. 

 

Exterior of the house: 

 

Gutter blockages can cause water 

issues with the house. Most 

basements leak at some point. 

Keeping the water away from the 
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foundation is key. Downspouts should 

be clear and lead away from the 

house.  The grade of your lawn needs 

to slope away from the house and not 

touch within 6" of the siding.  

 

Shrubs and hedges should be cut back 

from the house.  Look up at your roof. 

Are tree branches overhanging or even 

touching the roof? Consider trimming 

it as it can be can cause moss build up 

and can damage the roof. 

 

Check your attic ventilation. If the 

soffits are blocked or the vents are 

undersized the air flow will be 

compromised and overheat your attic 

cooking your shingles. 

 

Check around all the doors and 

windows to make sure the caulking is 

in good shape. Water penetration at 

these points is common. 

 

Taking care of your new home is a 

continuous process that begins as 

soon as you move in. Don’t wait a 

couple of years to acquaint yourself 

with your home's needs. Preventative 

maintenance will protect your 

investment and save you from costly 

repairs.  
 

But remember to also take some time 

to relax and enjoy your new home.  

 
Keir Perry is the owner of K.A.P. Home 

Inspections, based in Dartmouth, Nova 

Scotia.   For more information contact Keir 

at 902-463-8906 or e-mail: 

keirperry@ns.sympatico.ca 

 

If a dryer duct hasn’t been cleaned in the last year or two, it 

probably needs it 

Improver care as shown above may lead to moisture issues. To 

prevent future issues direct water away from the foundation 

and make sure grading slopes away from the house.  


